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Form A

Request for Waiver of Documentation of Informed Consent

Investigator’s name: Ronald Greenberg
Title of Project: Collaborative Research: BPC-A: Improving Metropolitan Participation to Accelerate Computing Throughput and Success (IMPACTS)



A. Waiver of Documentation of Consent

Documentation of consent means that participants are required to sign a consent form, thereby documenting their consent.  A waiver of documentation means that the IRB is waiving the requirement to obtain the participant’s signature.  Even if this waiver is granted, a consent process must still be in place.  The consent process must contain all the required elements of consent and usually consists consent form or a verbal script that is read aloud to them.  

For the IRB to grant this waiver, your project must meet one of the following conditions.  Check the appropriate condition and explain why your research meets the condition in the space provided. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    Condition 1-The only record linking the participant and the research would be the consent document and the principal risk would be the potential harm resulting from a breach of confidentiality.  Each subject will be asked whether the subject wants documentation linking the subject with the research, and the subject's wishes will govern.  This refers to instances where participants could be seriously harmed if it became known that they were participants in the research.

Explanation:      
OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    Condition 2-The research presents no more than minimal risk of harm to participants and involves no procedures for which written consent is normally required outside of the research context.  This refers to procedures such as mail surveys or brief interviews over the telephone or at public events/venues that elicit non-sensitive information.

Explanation: One target population for the information sessions are underpriviliged youth.  One characteristic of underpriviliged youth is having parents that are uninvolved in their education.  It will be difficult to get these target students and their parents to return the signed consent form.  Requiring the project to secure signed consent forms would unduly bias the evaluation sample away from a main targeted population.  The evaluation has no forseable risks.  The parents will still be given the option to refuse the participation of their child and the students will have a safe way to indicate their dissent to participate.    
Signature of Researcher ___________________________________  Date ____________ 

If requesting this waiver, please attach this document to the end of the “Application for IRB Review” (after question #9).

