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T E C H N I C A L 
A M B A S S A D O R S 
C O M P E T I T I O N

How to Join

• Form a team with one or two friends

• Get an adult from your school to act as
	 your faculty advisor

• Find a local non-profit in need of technical
 	services and identify a contact person as
	 your Community Client

• Complete the online Technical
	 Ambassadors Competition application
	 by December 18, 2009

Deadlines

Team and Project Registration
Friday, December 18, 2009

Submission of Project, Final Paper & Evaluations
Wednesday, March 10, 2010

Retreat Weekend and Awards Gala
(by invitation only)
Saturday, April 24 - Sunday, April 25, 2010

S i e b e l  C e n t e r  f o r  C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e
2 0 1  N o r t h  G o o d w i n d  Av e n u e  M C  2 5 8
U r b a n a , I L  6 1 8 0 1

S o n y a  H a r r i s
O u t r e a c h  D i r e c t o r
P h o n e : 2 1 7 . 2 4 4 . 4 4 9 3
F a x : 2 1 7 . 2 4 4 . 6 0 7 3
E m a i l : l h a r r i s 2 @ i l l i n o i s . e d u
h t t p : / / w w w. c s . u i u c . e d u / c h i c t e c h

S a m a n t h a  C h a n
C h i c Te c h  D i r e c t o r
P h o n e : 3 1 2 . 4 9 7 . 5 31 7
E m a i l : s d c h a n @ i l l i n o i s . e d u

ChicTech

ChicTech (pronounced “sheek-tech”) is 
a grass-roots initiative to engage girls in 
Computer Science. ChicTech is a travel-
ing road show targeting girls who attend 
Illinois high schools. The program is a 
collaborative effort between the depart-
ment, UIUC alumni, the UIUC Women in 
Computer Science (WCS) student organi-
zation, and the volunteers in ChicTech to 
generate interest in the field among high 
school girls.

Women In 
Computer Science: mentors

The Women in Computer Science (WCS)
organization within the Department of
Computer Science is dedicated to
supporting the efforts of girls and women 
who are considering pursuing a career
in computer science.

WCS helps teams find an idea, obtain 
team members, procure a faculty advisor, 
acquire technical resources, and use those 
resources productively.

http://chictech.cs.uiuc.edu

The ChicTech Technical Ambassadors Competition is made 
possible by the National Science Foundation and through 
gifts from Morgan Stanley, Lockheed Martin, and Yahoo!, 
among others.  Special thanks to the Department of Com-
puter Science at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
for making it possible this year.

D epartment        of   C omp   u ter    S cience    
Uni   v ersit     y  of   I llinois     
at   Urbana      - C hampai      g n



Technical 
Ambassadors Competition

The Technical Ambassadors Competition 
(TAC) is a tournament encouraging high 
school girls to develop technical skills as 
part of a community service project. Teams 
choose a local non-profit institution, work 
with the institution to define a problem 
that can be solved using computers,
independently develop a solution, and
present their project during the Retreat 
Weekend at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign campus. Accomplish-
ments are celebrated and winners are
announced at the Retreat.

For complete details and the most
accurate information, visit http://chictech.
cs.uiuc.edu.

Faculty Advisors

• Act as mentors or guides

• Step in where necessary to help:

    establish and track the major milestones
    to project completion.

    define a working relationship with the
    Community Client.  The client and the
    advisor cannot be the same person.

    specify the scope of work undertaken.

    oversee the creation of a plan of action
    or project map/design.

• Evaluate the team’s efforts at the end of
  the competition.

Prizes

The final team projects are evaluated
according to a variety of criteria including, 
but not limited to, technical merit, com-
pleteness, group dynamics, and the useful-
ness of the product to the community. 

1st place	 $300/team member

2nd place	 $150/team member

3rd place	 $150/team member

All finalists will receive a team acrylic 
plaque and individual award certificates.

All participants will also receive certificates 
for completing the competition.

Only placing and honorable mention 
teams will be invited to the Retreat 
Weekend 2010 at UIUC.

what it takes

Technical projects are about more than 
just technology; they require creativity, 
communication skills, and a willingness
to learn.

Girls of any technical skill level participate. 
Teams of at most three high school girls, 
under the supervision of a faculty advisor, 
find a local, not-for-profit or governmental 
organization in need of technical assis-
tance. Together, they pick a project, agree 
on a design document, and compete to 
create a sound technical solution that
addresses a real community need.

Community Clients

• Non-profit and government institutions
  (such as schools) in need of modest
  computer-related technical services.

• Projects may involve web programming,
  system support, or modest application
  development.  All must address a real
  need for the client.

• Evaluation of project required at the end
  of the competition.


